Hemodynamic effects of intravenous administration of amiodarone in congestive heart failure from chronic Chagas' disease.
Fourteen patients with congestive heart failure due to chronic Chagas' disease had hemodynamic studies before and 20, 40 and 60 minutes and 24 hours after intravenous amiodarone. Amiodarone was given initially as a bolus (5 mg/kg); after 1 hour a continuous infusion was maintained for 24 hours (total dose 900 to 1,050 mg). During the first hour of observation, heart rate and cardiac index decreased and mean right atrial, left ventricular end-diastolic pressures and pulmonary and systemic vascular resistances increased. Except for heart rate and mean right atrial pressure, all hemodynamic variables returned to control values at 24 hours. Thus, myocardial depression occurred with a dose of 5 mg/kg within the first hour of intravenous administration. Amiodarone must be cautiously administered by bolus, especially in patients with cardiac failure.